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Summary information

Repository: Archives, Indianapolis Museum of Art at Newfields

Title: Boards and Committee Records

Reference code: ADV003

Date: 1897-2009 (creation)

Physical description: 18.75 linear ft

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

In 1883, the Art Association of Indianapolis was founded by May Wright Sewall (1844-1920) and 17 other
Indianapolis residents. Twelve years later, in 1895, the Association received funds by the will of wealthy
Indianapolis local, John Herron, to build a permanent art gallery and art school for the Association. The
donation of $225,000 allowed the Art Association to open temporary quarters in a building called Talbott
House at the corner of 16th and Pennsylvania Streets in 1902. This building housed both the art museum
and the associated art school, which together became formed the John Herron Art Institute beginning in
1906.
In the following years, the Art Association undertook several important building projects on that site in
response to growing interest in the museum and rising enrollment at the school. Some important dates and
events in the Institute’s architectural history include:
- 1905: Otto Stark joined the John Herron Art School’s faculty of renowned Hoosier artists including
Brandt Steele (son of T.C. Steele), J. Ottis Adams, Alfred B. Lyon, Virginia Keep, Helen McKay, and
William Forsyth. In the same year, Talbott House was demolished to make way for the permanent
building.
- 1906: The John Herron Art Institute opened its permanent art gallery and school in a single building on
the lot of the former Talbott House. Opening ceremonies took place from November 20-22. The building
was designed by a local architectural firm, Vonnegut & Bohn, in the Italian Renaissance Revival style.
- 1908: To accommodate a growing student population, a new building for the John Herron Art School,
also designed by Vonnegut & Bohn, opened directly north of the John Herron Art Museum building. The
John Herron Art School, while located in a separate building on the campus, was still associated with the
museum and continued to operate under the management of the Art Association of Indianapolis.
- 1920: On Thanksgiving eve, November 24th, a fire damaged the John Herron Art School building. The
incident only caused temporary inconvenience, and class enrollment still continued to rise.
- 1929: A newer and larger structure replaced the original art school building on the same site. The
building was funded anonymously by board member Caroline Marmon Fesler and designed by architect
Paul Philippe Cret. It was dedicated on September 5th.
- 1930-1932: Minor additions were made to the John Herron Art Museum building, designed and executed
by McClelland & Company and by Foltz, Osler & Thompson who also designed the landscape. Some
additions included an elevator (1930), the north vestibule (1930), and an outside bulletin board (1932).
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- 1940s: The Art Association undertook significant renovations to the John Herron Art Museum which
added 2,600 square feet of gallery space to the museum building.
- 1962: Evans Woollen III designed an addition to the John Herron Art School building and construction
began on his plans for Fesler Hall, a space in the John Herron Art Museum to display the modern art
collection.
- 1964: After a series of gifts to the collection by donors such as Caroline Marmon Fesler and Eli Lilly, the
John Herron Art Museum simply ran out of space. Having no land upon which to build, the board began
consultations with G. A. Brakeley & Company on acquiring a new downtown site.
In 1966, the Art Association board learned that the John Herron Art School had lost its accreditation. After
negotiations, Indiana University took control of the school in 1967. In 1969, when Indiana University and
Purdue University joined forces in Indianapolis to form IUPUI (Indiana University Purdue University
Indianapolis), the IUPUI campus became the school’s home. It is now known as the Herron School of Art
and Design and is located on W. New York Street.
As the Art Association was considering land opportunities for relocating the museum in 1966, Ruth and
Josiah K. Lilly donated their parents’ estate, Oldfields, for the new museum. The historic house opened to
the public as the Lilly Pavilion of Decorative Arts in 1967, and construction of the new museum building
began on the property soon after. The Association changed its name to the Indianapolis Museum of Art
(IMA) in 1969, and Krannert Pavilion, the first of multiple museum pavilions to be housed on the new site,
opened in 1970.
The John Herron Art Institute buildings are historically significant for their centrality to the art movement
in Indianapolis. While the John Herron Art Museum and the John Herron Art School have since moved
to separate locations and operate under new names, the original buildings remain important tributes to the
cultural landscape of the city, and currently serve as the campus of Herron High School.

Scope and content

The Boards and Committee Records, 1987-2009 contains records pertaining to the various boards,
committees, and organizations that have served the Indianapolis Museum of Art at Newfields. The earlier
records, prior to the name change in 1969, refer to the John Herron Art Institute. However, a large portion
of the records in this collection were created after 1975. A majority of the records within this collection are
agendas, minutes, and notes from various meetings. Other records include correspondence, reports, rosters,
and plans. Most of the meeting records are arranged in chronological order. Early records created by the Art
Association, beginning in 1897, may be of particular interest.

Notes

Arrangement

chronological, subject

Conditions governing use

Unpublished manuscripts are protected by copyright. Permission to publish, quote, or reproduce must be
secured from the repository and the copyright holder. Please contact the Archivist for more information.
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Note [Sources]

Material in the collection.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published

Access points

• checklists (documentary form)
• clippings (documentary form)
• clippings (information artifacts) (documentary form)
• contracts (documentary form)
• correspondence (documentary form)
• financial records (documentary form)
• inventories (documentary form)
• memorandums (documentary form)
• notes (documentary form)
• Architecture, Domestic--Indiana (subject)
• Art Association of Indianapolis (subject)
• Art--Collectors and collecting (subject)
• Art--Exhibitions (subject)
• Art--Indiana--Indianapolis--Exhibitions (subject)
• art museums (institutions) (subject)
• Bulletin/catalogue (Indianapolis Museum of Art) (subject)
• John Herron Art Institute (subject)
• art schools (institutions) (subject)
• Indianapolis (Ind.) (place)

Collection holdings

Series: ADV003-I - Affiliate Groups

Title: Affiliate Groups

Reference code: ADV003-I

Date: 1970-2004 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published
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Series: ADV003-II - Art Association

Title: Art Association

Reference code: ADV003-II

Date: 1897-1959 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Series: ADV003-III - Board of Directors

Title: Board of Directors

Reference code: ADV003-III

Date: 1899-1960 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Series: ADV003-IV - Board of Governors

Title: Board of Governors

Reference code: ADV003-IV

Date: 1971-2009 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Subseries: ADV003-IV-a - Meetings

Title: Meetings

Reference code: ADV003-IV-a

Date: 1971-2009 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Subseries: ADV003-IV-b - General Governors Papers
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Title: General Governors Papers

Reference code: ADV003-IV-b

Date: 2002-2007 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Series: ADV003-V - Board of Trustees

Title: Board of Trustees

Reference code: ADV003-V

Date: 1961-2007 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Subseries: ADV003-V-a - Meetings

Title: Meetings

Reference code: ADV003-V-a

Date: 1980-2006 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Subseries: ADV003-V-b - General Trustee Records

Title: General Trustee Records

Reference code: ADV003-V-b

Date: 1961-2007 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Series: ADV003-VI - Executive Committee

Title: Executive Committee

Reference code: ADV003-VI

Archives, Indianapolis Museum of Art at Newfields  Page 7



ADV003 Boards and Committee Records

Date: 1975-2009 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Series: ADV003-VII - Expansion Committee

Title: Expansion Committee

Reference code: ADV003-VII

Date: 1971-2009 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

File: ADV003-VII-a - Forms

Title: Forms

Reference code: ADV003-VII-a

Date: 1974-2009 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

File: ADV003-VII-b - Memorandums

Title: Memorandums

Reference code: ADV003-VII-b

Date: 1984-1989 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

File: ADV003-VII-c - Personnel

Title: Personnel

Reference code: ADV003-VII-c

Date: 1972-2005 (date of creation)

Publication status:
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Published

File: ADV003-VII-d - Sub-Committees

Title: Sub-Committees

Reference code: ADV003-VII-d

Date: 2000-2006 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

File: ADV003-VII-e - Community Programs

Title: Community Programs

Reference code: ADV003-VII-e

Date: 1983-2005 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

File: ADV003-VII-f - Exp(ansion) Ren(ovation) Files

Title: Exp(ansion) Ren(ovation) Files

Reference code: ADV003-VII-f

Date: 1999-2002 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

File: ADV003-VII-g - Photos

Title: Photos

Reference code: ADV003-VII-g

Date: 2006-undated (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published
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File: ADV003-VII-h - Galleries

Title: Galleries

Reference code: ADV003-VII-h

Date: 2000-2003 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

File: ADV003-VII-i - General Committee Records

Title: General Committee Records

Reference code: ADV003-VII-i

Date: 1971-2007 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Series: ADV003-VIII - Finance and Audit Committees

Title: Finance and Audit Committees

Reference code: ADV003-VIII

Date: 1968-2004 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Series: ADV003-IX - Gallery Committee

Title: Gallery Committee

Reference code: ADV003-IX

Date: 1986-1999 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Series: ADV003-X - Technical Committees
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Title: Technical Committees

Reference code: ADV003-X

Date: 1980-1993 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Series: ADV003-XI - Other Committees

Title: Other Committees

Reference code: ADV003-XI

Date: 1980-2009 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Series: ADV003-XII - Planning and Program Committees

Title: Planning and Program Committees

Reference code: ADV003-XII

Date: 1980-2007 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

Series: ADV003-XIII - Annual Reports

Title: Annual Reports

Reference code: ADV003-XIII

Date: 1975-2004 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published
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